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The President, Islamic Republic of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi on the eve of 76th 
Independence Day of the country, conferred the highest civil award “Hilal-i-
Imtiaz” upon veteran agricultural expert, astute manger and experienced 
administrator Prof. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan (SI) in recognition of his meritorious, 
humongous and illustrious services in the field of education, agriculture and 
policy advocacy. Dr. I.A. Khan used to be a vibrant and louder voice in the 
realm of agriculture and higher education. He remains in highlights due to his 
critical thinking, bold decisions, superb analysis, and congenial nature. His 
appearance on the scene and taking in hand the reins of the varsity would be 
remembered as an historic event that signaled a reversal of fortunes in the 
interest of the UAF community and nation at large. He is a scientist of 
eminence with blazing leadership skills that makes him a distinctive 
personality who demonstrates success in developing and articulating a vision 
with an extensive track record in a senior leadership role. Dr. Iqrar Ahmad 
Khan is a superbly qualified academician and equally profusely acclaimed 
scientist the world over for his outstanding work of science and higher 
education. During the last two decades, he has been playing an instrumental 
role in transforming the agriculture landscape of the country by putting his 
efforts in re-setting the agro-ecological zones, on the basis of imperial 
evidence shifting crops to new areas, placing leguminous crops particularly 
the soybean between cotton and wheat, inter-croping, bringing ICT and 
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precision practices in the sector thereby to arrest the swelling cost of production and making the farming an 
attractive profession for the new generations. Under his aspiring leadership, the University has embraced 
numerous winning crowns be that of growing global rankings, crafting and putting in place various policy 
documents to federal and provincial governments or introducing new business and employment opportunities in 
the country. Earlier, he was awarded “Sitara-i-Imtiaz” by the president. He will be decorated with the award in a 
convivial ceremony to be held on March 23, 2024. The campus community extends felicitations to Dr. I. A Khan on 
achieving the highest civil award in the history of the varsity.

The president accorded approval of making Prof. Dr. 
Iqrar Ahmad Khan (HI), a member of the Higher 
Education Commission, Islamabad that would also 
provide him an opportunity for brining soothing reforms 
in higher education and also play his pivotal role in re-

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER HEC
setting the funding formula for the varsities of the 
country that would enable the top ranked universities 
to propel and use their resources for research and 
development activities. ORIC felicitates Dr. Iqrar 
Ahmad Khan on his appointment as a member of the 
prestigious forum.

A consultative meeting with UAF administrative offices 

was organized by Director ORIC Prof. Dr. Muhammad 

Jafar Jaskani at Conference Room of ORIC. The meeting 

was attended by all administrative offices to get 

feedback on the requisite information and time-line for 

provision of data by the respective departments. The 

meeting was attended by the Registrar Mr. Tariq 

Mehmood Gill, Treasurer Mr. Umar Saeed, Director 

Academics Prof. Dr. Babar Shahbaz, Director QEC Prof. 

Dr. Naeem Asghar, Director DFAUA Prof. Dr. Muhammad 

Ahsan, Director Admissions Dr. Rana Nadeem Abbass, 

Manager Research Management Dr. Abdul Rashid, 

Deputy Director EFS Rana Amir, Deputy Registrar SRB Mr. 

Muhammad Umar, Deputy Registrar (Personnel) Mr. 

Sarfraz Hussain, Network Administrator Mr. Wasi Ahmad 

Randhawa, Mr. Amir Hassan, Admin Officer ORIC Mr. 

Muhammad Hanif Chaudhry, Admin Officer DGS Mr. 

Naveed, Admin Officer Personnel Mr. Muhammad Safdar, 

Research Officer ORIC Mr. Farooq Hassan, Outreach 

Producer P&D Mr. Waqas Sadat, Research Assistant 

Coordination Mr. Abdul Shakoor and others. Addressing 

the meeting Director ORIC told that HEC is doing the 

ranking exercise after seven years by introducing 

various new indicators and this time we need to put the 

requisite information via online portal. He emphasized 

the need for timely provision of requisite data with 

documentary evidence so that maximum quality points 

could be generated. He told that Deans Committee also 

underlined the importance of ranking and stressed upon 

the participants to get the required information ready 

not later than deadline. Manager Database and 

Rankings Ms Aisha Arshad conducted the event and 

presented the agenda items for discussion and 

clarifications. JCO Mr. Azam Hussain briefed the 

participants about different questions about the data 

sheet.

MEETING ON UNIVERSITY RANKING



3/9ORIC Newsletter



4/9ORIC Newsletter

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) is a premier funding agency, striving for scientific development 

in the country through funding R&D projects in different scientific fields.

National Science Linkage Program (NSLP) is an endowment fund of PSF which is aimed at 

increasing agricultural production and socio-economic uplift of the farmers. Concept papers are 

invited under NSLP in line with National Science, Technology and Innovation Policy-2022 to 

support the use of emerging technologies in Agriculture, Drought Resistant Seed Production, Food 

Technology, Livestock, Animal Reproduction, Poultry, Aquiculture, Oilseed, pulses, environment, 

water/irrigation, energy, chemical, enzymes, flavors and additives:

Concept Ideas will be short-listed and evaluated on the basis of expected outcomes including 

product/service development leading to import substitution, export enhancement and/or value 

addition of local raw material which can be marketed to generate business and revenue. Ideas with 

ready-to-market prototype will be given priority.

Grant support is available to enthusiastic and active Scientists/Researchers of HEC Chartered 

Universities and Govt. R&D Organization who intend to utilize their research results for economic 

uplift of the country. Concept papers can be submitted through Research Grant Management 

System (RGMS) on PSF Website throughout the year under intimation to ORIC to complete the in-

house formalities.

� Artificial Intelligence � Material Science 
� Block Chain � Big Data/Data Mining 
� Biotechnology � Green Technologies 
� Nanotechnology  

 

CALL FO SR RE PC AO P N TCEP

PAKISTAN SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION

DIRECTOR RESEARCH SUPPORT
PAKISTAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Constitution Avenue, Islamabad
Ph. 051-9209664

nslp.psf@gmail.com, www.pst.gov.pk

TO TRANSFORM RESEARCH INTO 
COMMERCIALIZABLE PRODUCT/SERVICES

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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Under the Memorandum of Understanding between National Natural Science Foundation of China 
(NSFC) and the Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF), NSFC and PSF invite Universities, Research 
Centers and Institutes to submit joint proposals fur R&D projects.

The call for Proposals for JoMt Research and Development Projects with National Natural Science 
Foundation of China (NSFC) is open in the following priority areas:

(1)  Green technologies (mainly focusing development of green sources of energy generation 
w MA may have Industrial Implications.

(2)  Nanotechnology (based on the socioeconomic needs of Pak-China. 

(3) Computing Science (Limited to Augmented/Virtual Reality, Artificial Intelligence. 
Quantum Computing. 

General Guidelines Proposal should be submitted online through Research Grant Management 
System (RGMS).

PSF will support the project up to a maximum of Rs. 10.00 Million and NSFC will support the project 
up to 2.00 Million RMB. 

Please visit  www.psf.gov.pk for detailed call documents.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
by 

National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) and 

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF)

Mr. Nabl Bux
Web Manager, IT Wing  
Pakistan Science Foundation 
1-Constitution Avenue. G-5/2. 
Islamabad
Telephone: +92-333-2580576
E-mail: nabibukhash@gmail.com

Ms. Zaiban Farooq, 
Principal Scientific Officer, 
International Linkages Pakistan 
Science Foundation,
1-Constitution Avenue, G-5/2 
Islamabad, Ph. +92-51-9206724
Email: zaibanfarooq@gmail.com

Dr. M. Tahir Waseem
Senior Scientific Officer (IL-I)/
Deputy Director International 
Linkages,
Pakistan Science Foundation 
1-Constitution Avenue. G-5/2. 
Islamabad, Ph. # +92-51-9204033
Email: tahir1213/psf@gmail.com

For the technical quarries regarding the joint call
For the quarries related to RGMS
or online submission of proposals

Call is open between 14-07-2023 and 05-09-2023 
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PARTIAL RESEARCH SUPPORT BY ORIC 
TO POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 

The Office of Research, Innovation & Commercialization 

(ORIC) is ensuring quality in research by supporting 

partial funding for consumables only. Prescribed form is 

available at ORIC website where copy of approved 

synopsis is mandatory. A committee will finalize the cases 

on the basis of merit or indispensability of need on 

quarterly basis. Postgraduate students can apply to avail 

this opportunity on or before September 15, 2023.

OFFICE OF RESEARCH,

INNOVATION
& COMMERCIALIZATION

Transforming Concepts into Impacts



The Engro Fertilizer Limited organized an awareness seminar regarding soybean cultivation at Engro Learning 
Center, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF) in collaboration with ORIC-UAF wherein Dr. Zaheer Ahmad, 
Associate Professor PBG/Soybean Expert presented soybean production technology package followed by field 
demonstration of very promising varieties developed at UAF. The farmers from the vicinity of Faisalabad, Chiniot, 
Jhang, Sheikhupura and Hafizabad District participated and updated their knowledge about this unique crop. Dr. 
Rizwana Maqbool, Dr. Rabia Faridi, Dr. Raheela Rehman along with other notable faculty members and students 
also participated in this seminar. In the question answer session, very relevant questions about fertigation, pest 
and disease management, marketing system and postharvest losses management were asked by the farmers and 
they practically examined the crop in the field. Ms. Saba Malik, Agronomist/Incharge Engro Learning Center also 
provided information regarding the role of balanced fertilize for this crop. She appreciated the UAF initiative for 
cultivating this crop at 100 acres at different locations in the Punjab under the diversified climatic conditions. She 
assured that Engro Fertilizer Limited will be hand to hand with UAF to promote this crop at all levels to curtail 
import bill of the country.

ENGRO AWARENESS SEMINAR FOR SOYBEAN CULTIVATION
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DR. ABID MEHMOOD
Chief Executive (PARB)

Sitara-i-Imtiaz
By the

President of Pakistan

on Conferment of 

OFFICE OF RESEARCH,

INNOVATION
& COMMERCIALIZATION

Transforming Concepts into Impacts

The UAF community extends its 
felicitations to Dr. Abid Mehmood 
on this monumental achievement in 
the field of Agriculture and wishes 
more successes in the years ahead.
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The Higher Education Commission (HEC) and Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) has announced the 

provision of financial support to the research entities in the country for instrumental access under “Access to Scientific 

Instrumentation” and "Data Repository of Scientific Instrumentation" respectively. Maximum funding available for sample analysis 
sttoe ach applicant is Rs.200,000/year (i.e. from 1  July to June 30 by HEC) and upto Rs.500,000/- PCSIR. Research scholars, 

students of MSc/MS/MPhil/PhD or equivalent in the field of Natural/Applied Sciences enrolled in a public or private university 

recognized by the Higher education Commission and researchers working in Research and Development organizations can benefit 

from this program.  The application can be submitted including a summary or description of the research proposal, a copy of the 

approved research synopsis or proposal, a consent letter obtained from the service provider and a brief profile of the research 

supervisor through ORIC UAF after endorsement.
DEADLINE: There is no deadline for these initiatives, researcher can apply through out the year. diversified climatic conditions. She 
assured that Engro Fertilizer Limited will be hand to hand with UAF to promote this crop at all levels to curtail import bill of the 
country. Please visit HEC website: https://ehsaasprogram.pk/hec-scientific-instrumentation-programme/ 
Please visit PCSIR website:  www.pcsir.gov.pk

SAMPLE ANALYSIS FACILITY BY HEC AND PCSIR
Research scholars, students of MSc/MS/MPhil/PhD can benet from this program 

https://ehsaasprogram.pk/hec-scientific-instrumentation-programme/
https://ehsaasprogram.pk/hec-scientific-instrumentation-programme/
https://ehsaasprogram.pk/hec-scientific-instrumentation-programme/
http://www.pcsir.gov.pk
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Application form should 
reach at the Central Hi-Tech 
Laboratory on or before

September 04, 2023
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